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Irene Grau holds her PhD in Fine Arts from the Universitat Politécnica of
Valencia. In 2010 she received an Academic Excellence Scholarship, and
from 2011 to 2015 a scholarship from the Spanish Ministry of Education,
Culture and Sports to carry out her PhD studies. Recognized by national
and international Awards such as VII Premio Cervezas Alhnambra de Arte
Emergente 2023, Apertura Madrid 2022, Generaciones 2018, the 2018
Foreign Scholarship awarded by A Corufna Museum of Contemporary Art,
the Isaac Diaz Pardo and the Mardel Visual Arts Awards, as well as the
2015 PhotoEsparia Off Festival Award. Her work can be found in collections
as Madison Museum of Contemporary Art (MMoCA), Madison WI, United
States; CA2M Museum, Madrid, Spain; Cerezales Foundation Antonino y
Cinia (FCAYC), Leon, Spain; MASAVEU PETERSON Foundation, Madrid,
Spain; DKV Foundation, Valencia, Spain; the OTAZU Foundation, Navarra,
Spain; and in numerous private collections in Europe, Asia, and the U.S.

Irene Grau’s work speaks about painting and landscape, of process

and displacement through rigorous research into the possibilities of
monochrome painting and its relation to landscape as both genre and
framework, but above all as experimentation; as a way of seeing specially
through walking. All of which is intermixed following the traditions of radical
monochrome painting, mural painting, but also the performative processes
and the genre of landscape art. Often her work develops in series which
are the result of a long site-specific research in nature, followed by an
extensive work period in her studio where she experiments with different
materials and techniques, to be finalized in the exhibition space, where the
work is again transferred and transformed in order to create a entity with
the specificity of the space. The title of her recent doctoral thesis, ‘The
Painter on the Road’, perfectly sums up her interest and attitude toward the
medium of painting, and Irene Grau’s process could perfectly be described
as a conceptual pleinairist, who states that her work is “what remains” of a
wider experience, going far beyond the physically traveled landscape or an
explored architectural structure. Solely transmitting an experience may well
lack of concrete information, yet her work leaves enough hints to the viewer
to allow access through process, intervention, and the document thereof, in
order to visually and conceptually understand the artist’s modus operandi
and artistic questioning and concerns.
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